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Lesson II

Colossians 1: 1-14

Last week, we looked at the origins of the Book of Colossians.  We saw that there is substantive evidence to conclude that the book is genuinely the work of Paul, written in about 60 AD, during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome. 

Epaphras, an early disciple of Paul’s, and the probable founder of the church at Colossae, had come to Rome to visit Paul. As was customary, he brought news and greetings from many people and churches, but what he had to say about how false teachers were trying to seduce the Christians at Colossae concerned Paul. He wrote the church immediately, and then sent the completed letter back by two other disciples, Tychicus, and Onesimus, who also carried the letter to the Ephesians, and the letter to Philemon. 

Tonight we begin our study of the text of the letter. As we do so, lets remember that like all of Paul’s writings in the New Testament, this is the Word of God.  The Holy Spirit guided Paul in his writing of each and every word.

The Greeting (1:1-2)

V1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,”

Paul introduces himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God. Why do you think he does this? There are likely two reasons:

· It was a necessary style of the time for letter writers to introduce themselves to their readers in the opening paragraph.   Written correspondence was the only form of communication available, and transit times were extremely slow.  

Often, the readers had never met the writer, and needed some reminder of who the author was – some proof of identity. At other times, the writer needed to establish his authority – that is, if the letter contained instruction or reproof, then the author needed to let the reader know that he had a right to speak as one in authority.  

· Second, because false teachers and opponents of the church everywhere continually tried to undermine Paul’s ministry and authority as an apostle, He developed the habit of emphasizing his calling and apostolic credentials at the outset of any communication.  See Gal 1:1 Paul, an apostle--sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead- Or  Ephesians 1:1,or I  and 2ND Corinthians (exactly the same as Colossians) . Here in Colossians, Paul begins by emphasizing the he did not personally choose this ministry.  He did not become an apostle by choice, nor was he given this ministry by men. Paul had had exactly the opposite in mind, but the risen Lord Jesus himself had chosen him. So Paul is an apostle by the will of God!   Here he is echoing the Lord Jesus, in John 15:5  I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  

And this leads naturally to the first lesson for the evening:
To have eternal value, our service must be both For God and From God. 

V2 – To the holy (the saints) and the faithful brothers which are at Colossae, 
         Grace and peace to you from God our Father.  When Paul wrote to the saints and faithful brethren, he wasn’t writing to two different classes of believers. All God’s children are Saints  - that is, they have been separated from Sin and this world to become God’s own special people.  And they are all Faithful – because they are people who are trusting only in Christ . 

Thanksgiving (1:3-8)

It is very obvious from all of Paul’s letters, that he believed prayer was of great importance. (Reference Romans 1:8-9, Ephesians 1:15-16, I Thessalonians 1:2) 

We ought never to forget that God has made us responsible as individuals, and as a group, to pray for God’s blessings on ourselves, on other believers, and on every part of God’s work that He has entrusted to us.  

I was really affected by the first question in tonight’s lesson – how does Paul’s prayer compare to the prayers you pray for those you love?  

If you are like me, those prayers center around physical needs and God’s provision

· Travel mercies for our son 

· Provide for our daughter’s entrance to the school of communications

· Bring us godly friends in this new community 

· Sometimes, when I’m feeling “far-sighted” I pray for my Kids’ spouses 

But Paul’s prayers are entirely different –did you notice? 

He begins with thanksgiving!

Do you thank God for your family and friends? Do you thank God for brothers and sisters in Christ? Our “Attitude of Gratitude” needs to be encompass more than material blessings, health and safety.  God has placed people in our lives and families for a purpose, just as we have been placed in theirs to accomplish His purposes for them.  Some of those are not people we would have chosen to share our lives and homes. Some of them are difficult or abrasive, or time consuming.  Others are loving and encouraging . . . people in whom you take pleasure.  

Do you thank God for the spiritual blessing you receive from your family? 

Do you thank God for their faith and for their love for the saints?

Look what Paul says to the Colossians, beginning in verse 3. There are 6 items:

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you

A.    because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 

B.    because of the love you have for all the saints

C.  For the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven 

D.  that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. 

E. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth. 

F.  You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

One of God’s greatest gifts to his children is the fellowship of believers – of brothers and sisters in Christ.  Paul’s prayer  in Colossians 1:3-8 models tonight’s first lesson:

When we thank God for fellow believers, and for the presence of His Church, it broadens our understanding of His purpose, and deepens our capacity to Love His people. Tonight, before you go to bed, take the time to give thanks to God for those who are dear to you – Think of someone who has made a significant difference in your walk with the Lord, and Praise God for the gift of that person’s presence in your life.

Prayer (1:9-14)

 Now we move into Paul’s prayer of petition for the Colossians. And here we see two major themes . 

· That the Colossians perceive God’s Will. Most of this we see in verse 9

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding .  This is important to the situation that Epaphras has described to Paul, and we will see more of  that next week.   

· Now, in vv 10-12, Paul prays for God’s power for the Colossians to perform God’s Will  10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully  giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 

And then finally, in Verses 13-14, Paul makes the connection between the two. He reminds the Colossians that knowing God’s will, and doing God’s will are not necessarily connected . . . and indeed, neither is even possible without the atoning blood  and redeeming work of Jesus Christ. 

· 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

And that brings us to our final lesson for this evening. We need to be reminded just as much as the Colossians that . . .Knowing God’s perfect will and doing it are both essential to believers. But the power to link the two comes only from  Jesus Christ, in whom we have redemption.  










