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In our introduction to the letter to the Colossians, I pointed out that Paul’s letters always follow a general pattern.  

· First, He lays a theological foundation. He states clear doctrinal principles, reminding his readers of:

· God’s Goodness, Majesty, Power, Mercy and Love

· Man’s utterly sinful nature, deserving condemnation by a Holy God 

· The utter inability of Law or morality to save us from Hell

· The Complete-ness of God’s work on our behalf in and through Christ Jesus

· The profound simplicity by which we may be saved . . .  by Faith alone, through Grace alone. 

· Then, once the foundation of our faith is firmly established, Paul begins to build an ethical superstructure based on the person and work of Christ.  He moves from theology to practical morality. The Christian, he says: has experienced a radical change of Spiritual environment: We have moved from death to life . . . from the bondage of Sin to the Freedom of new life in Christ . . . from Hell to Heaven.  And, he says, it ought to make a difference in the way we live, and respond to our Lord. 
In our lesson for this evening, Colossians 3:1-17, Paul begins to make that transition from theology to morality . . . from Life to Living.  I’m reminded of a book written back in the seventies by evangelical theologian Francis Schaeffer entitled How Then shall we live? 

And that is precisely the issue that Paul takes up in 3:1-2.

New Goals for New People (1-4)

COL 3:1-2 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

In order to understand these two verses, we need to refer back to 2:12-13
12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. When you were dead in your sins and in the un-circumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  Paul is saying that, having been raised with Christ, we now move in a whole new sphere. This means we should have a new goal in life! 

And we need a new perspective: An Eternal Perspective. What does it mean to “set our hearts on things above?”  Let me read you a letter I received today ( Read copy of Vincent letter)

Now,  that woman has an eternal perspective.  Normal human ambition and desire is totally about this world. And that is “normal”. You should not be surprised at the materialism, selfishness and greed in the world  – because without Christ – this earthly life is all I have.  But you do have Christ, says Paul. And because you do, everything is completely changed – your goals . . . your values . . . your perspectives.   You were on Death Row . . . and Jesus Christ has not only pardoned you and set you free, but made you one of the richest people in the universe! 

In Verses 3-4 we read 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

This is another juxtaposition of opposites. We used to be dead to God. Now we are dead to the world. . . and our lives, which used to be hidden from God by our many sins, are now hidden from the world by the blood of Christ.  And that is true. You probably experience it  fairly often- unbelievers, no matter how pleasant or likeable, simply do not understand your Christian life. They cant!  And they never will, without the saving grace of God. 

Taking off the Old (5-11)

Then comes that word . . . Therefore! 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices  and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  

(barbarian. Someone who did not speak Greek and was thought to be uncivilized. Scythian. Scythians were known especially for their brutality and were considered by others as little better than wild beasts. They came originally from what is today south Russia. Christ is all, and is in all. Christ transcends all barriers and unifies people from all cultures, races and nations. Such distinctions are no longer significant. Christ alone matters.)

(Remember, too, that this letter is being carried by Onesimus, a runaway slave voluntarily returning to his master )

Paul begins by saying we must kill whatever belongs to our earthly nature. Obviously we cannot do this in our own strength. But with the eternal perspective that comes with eternal life, and in dependence on the power of the risen Christ, we can begin now to  prepare for the day when we will appear with Him in Glory.   As long as we live in the flesh, we will struggle with temptation, and will probably succumb to its lure. But now it’s a choice! Sin and evil no longer have dominion over us, as it does before we accept Christ.  Isn’t it amazing that some people continue to say “yes” to sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry, even after accepting Christ? It does happen. We all know people who we believe to be Christians, but who continue to live in sin. We say they “are not walking with the Lord”.  How can that be possible? Well, its not up to me to be the judge on that issue, but I believe that Christian people continue to cling to their sins primarily because they have bought Satan’s lie that God is boring, heaven is boring, and purity is boring . . . that without sin life would not be entertaining. The fact that such notions even occur to us demonstrates the extent to which we have been blinded by the evil one. His most basic strategy is to make us think wrongly about God, and believe sin will bring us fulfillment. But sin is not what brings us fulfillment . . . it robs us of fulfillment. Sin doesn’t make life interesting . . . it makes life empty.  

And Paul reminds his readers of that – Christ has delivered us from the power of sin, he says; Don’t let anyone with their rules and special practices and so called secret knowledge lure you back into that way of life and thought. We used to live like that, but we don’t have to anymore.  

Once sin seemed natural and normal. But now, we are new creatures in Christ, and sin can be seen for the ugly, empty thing it is. We may not be entirely above it yet, but we will be! And it doesn’t have anything to do with nationality, denominations, rules, secret practices, empty philosophy, or special knowledge. We live victoriously only through the power of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Putting on the New (12-17)

COL 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

    COL 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Here again is that juxtaposition of opposites that Paul uses so often in his writing. Once we have” Put off” the old, we need to “Put on” the new. In vv 9-10 He uses the phrases in the same way we talk about dirty clothes and clean clothes. We are called not just to renounce the ways of Sin, but to embrace the way of righteousness.  

What are we to put on?

Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, Love,  peace, and  gratitude. 

Its worth noting that these things are not the equal and opposite of the list of things we are to put off: In other words, greed appears on the first list, but generosity does not appear on the second. Forgiveness is one of the things we are to put on, but the list of things we are to throw off does not include vengeance. The lists are not intended to match up. 

Rather Paul is making the same point that Jesus makes in MT 12:43 "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, `I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.   

Becoming a new creature in Christ means more than being cleansed of Sin. It means thinking like Christ (I cor 2:16  But we have the mind of Christ.) It means acting like Christ ( 1 peter 2:21 1 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.)
But most of all, it means adopting an eternal perspective. What about you? Are you following the example of the saints by longing for heaven? Are you cultivating a passion for God? Is heaven and all it represents a central object of your attention? Have you set your heart on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God? I

