CBS

Lesson 5

Colossians 3: 18-4:18

8/12/02

Begin by reading Colossians 3:18-4:1

I want to study our opening verses tonight in context of another passage – Ephesians 5: 19-6:9

And to make it easier, I’ve set up a comparison table for us to work with.

(Distribute Charts)
The reason I want to work  with these two passages side by side is that they are the two definitive sections, at least in Paul’s letters, on the subject of leadership, authority and relationships within the family. And as you can easily see, they are very similar, although Ephesians expands several of the sections considerably.  Remember, Ephesians and Colossians were written at the same time, and carried to their respective destinations by the same two men, Tychicus and Onesimus.  My own opinion is that Paul wrote Colossians first ( a basic rule of biblical dating is that simpler version = earlier version) and then, as he thought about the analogy over the next few weeks or months, was ready to amplify and clarify when he wrote to the believers at Ephesus. 

And clarification is exactly what we need here. These passages need to be handled carefully – not because they are difficult to understand – they are, as a matter of fact, fairly straightforward – but because of the misconceptions that have been fostered by people who have mishandled and misinterpreted them.  

A. Men , and even churches, who quote these passages to force women into subservience

B. Women’s rights activists who use them as an excuse to reject all Christian morality because they perpetuate a male dominated patriarchal society. (Ask a “Pro-Choice” advocate to explain why she thinks  Christians are “bigots”, and this passage will ALWAYS be mentioned) 

C. Biblical translators who, in order to make the Word more agreeable, water down the truth – changing the word “submit” to “Adapt”. 

But in reality, if we study the passage in context, seeking the Lord’s truth, it becomes clear – and far from being threatening, or oppressive, it brings a wonderful freedom, just as all God’s Word does. There are three keys to interpreting this passage properly. 

Lets start by looking at the opening verses of both passages.  

(Read Colossians 3:15-17 and Ephesians 5:18-20)  

Note that both begin with admonitions that apply to the entire body of believers. And they are based on similar injunctions. The key to the Colossians passage is Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts (V15) and the basis of the Ephesians passage is found in Verse 18; . .  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  All the following actions are predicated on these two admonitions: so that  when the peace of Christ rules in our hearts, through the filling of the Holy Spirit, we will 

Study the Scripture, sing, pray, teach, admonish, give thanks to God , and Submit to one another in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and out of reverence to Him. 

In the Ephesians passage, the verb forms show Paul was trying to encourage continual action in these things and the verb “be filled” is antecedent to all the succeeding verbs  – so a literal translation would read “be filled with the Holy Spirit – be filled with singing – be filled with praying – be filled with making music – be filled with giving thanks – be filled with submitting to one another.

 Key I: So, when we look in the next few verses at Paul’s instructions to wives, husbands, children, fathers, masters and slaves, we need to remember that they are based on a common motivation.  Paul is saying we can do these things . . .  IF . . . we do all things 

· for the Lord 
· in the power of the Holy Spirit
· because the peace of Christ rules in our hearts.  

The next thing we need to realize as we look at this passage is that there is mutual  obligation and reciprocal responsibility for all involved. None of this is a “one-way” process.  If a wife submits to the leadership of her husband it is because she does it for the Lord . . . in the power of the Holy Spirit . . .and with the peace of Christ in her heart. AND she ought to be able to do it gladly because she has confidence that any decision he makes on behalf of his family will be because he loves her as Christ loved the church, because she knows he has sought the will of God for them all,  and is acting in the power of the Holy Spirit, and that he truly believes that his decision will bring glory to God and benefit to his family.  

In the same way, Children and fathers have reciprocal responsibility, as do slaves and masters.  And this mutual submission can work because we are NOT doing any of this in our old nature, or by our own power.  Remember Colossians 3:1-3  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  

 KEY II As new creatures in Christ, we have a whole new set of   reciprocal obligations and mutual responsibilities to one another. These obligations don’t end at the church door.  They extend  into our homes and our most intimate relationships.  
The third key to understanding this passage has to do with transformation of hearts. When you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior something happened to you. Remember

Col 2:9-12 ?  For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,  and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ,  having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

This means that we no longer are bound by the power of sin. We have the power, from the Holy Spirit, to act differently than we used to. And that’s what makes this whole thing of submission and love possible.  You see, the old man is ruled by selfish desires. Self is god, and the best love he is capable of is EROS – natural love that seeks personal satisfaction.  When I demand submission on the basis of that kind of love,  its all about me – what I want – not what you need. it works sometimes, but more often it degenerates into tyranny –   I become a control freak –  the very thing the women’s rights advocates condemn. 

But the new person, or creation in Christ,  is governed by AGAPE -  a Christ-like love which seeks always the good of the one I love. That’s the way Christ loves the church! Paul expands in Ephesians 5:  gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy,  . . . 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- 30 for we are members of his body.   

Key III then is this: When Eros becomes Agape, through the transforming power of Christ Jesus, we are enabled to submit, love ,lead and serve, from a whole new perspective. 

Lets review for a moment – the keys to understanding this passage, and, more importantly, being able to live with this passage, are:

· Mutual Motivation 

· Reciprocal Obligation 

· Emotional Transformation 

Now lets look at verse 18:  Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. A more accurate translation direct from the Greek reads “ You wives, submit yourselves to the leadership of  your husbands, as is appropriate in the Lord”.  

Then verse 19: Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
Husbands, this is not your license to be” the Boss”. God is not granting us the right to rule here.  Wives, this  is not consigning you to a lifetime of servitude. Rather it is God’s plan for orderly and Godly homes, in which we each have roles to fulfill. Both roles are based on mutual service and submission, and both husband and wife are accountable for the way they fulfill their responsibilities.   Its rather like the way in which my organization operates. The President is the acknowledged leader. He is the big picture guy – who keeps us on course and sets direction and makes policy. But he has four men under him who are responsible for making the vision into reality. We each have appropriate authority to go with our responsibility. We have the freedom to argue, persuade, and disagree, if we feel strongly. But the ultimate responsibility is his, and once the decision is made, we all go to work to make it happen. Why can we do that? Because we trust him- because he trusts God. He may make a mistake. But it won’t be a careless mistake - and It won’t be a selfish mistake. 

This is the kind of marriage Paul is describing here – one in which the wife can allow her husband to make the critical decisions for their family and submit willingly because she trusts him to be the big picture guy. She knows he will go to God for guidance, and she knows he always puts her needs and interests, and the interests of the kids ahead of his own.  There is room for disagreement if she feels strongly, and she knows she will be listened to. He shares leadership with her when appropriate. But if the big decisions are still his, its because it’s a responsibility that he takes seriously. And if his wife trusts him, its because she knows that if he does make a mistake, it wont be one of pride, selfishness, or carelessness. His relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, and his love for her, won’t allow him to do less than his best.

COL 3:20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

Everyone over the age of 25 loves this verse! Isnt it amazing how selective we can be? From one of the least oft quoted verses of Scripture to one of the most frequently quoted verses, almost side by side in the same passage. 

COL 3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 
Again it is the twin principles of reciprocity and motivation at work.  We know that we are called to be obedient to our parents, and some of us are working through, even now, how to honor and care for our parents in repayment for all their love and sacrifice on our behalf.  And our own children obey us because it is the right thing to do – God honors it, and even rewards it 

"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."

COL 3:22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism.

COL 4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

I wont go into much detail here, other than to note one thing. First, Paul expands on the master-slave relationship a bit more than he does the husband-wife or the child-father relationship because of who it is that carries his letter. Remember that Onesimus is a slave, run away from his master, and now, having become a Christian, is returning voluntarily because he is convinced of the rightness of returning. So Paul wants to make sure his views on the master-slave relationship are read aloud in the church, which meets in the house of Philemon, Onesimus’ master.  

In closing, let me say this. God’s word gives us the keys to Godly relationships.  But it doesn’t answer all the hard questions about specific instances. 

How far does “submission” go? 

What about believers married to unbelievers? (Sheila)

How much is enough? (verbal or emotional abuse)

The answer to those questions must be between you and your Lord. 

But I will say this – Scripture does not support the idea that men have some inherent right to rule over or dominate their wives and children. Nor does it support the idea that the Scriptural ideal for women is some weak, simpering little non-entity. Most of the Women in Scripture are strong and active. Read Proverbs 31. Does that woman sound weak and superficial to you? I can only find one place in Scripture that says men will rule over women – and that is in Genesis 3:16 where after their sin, God is prophetically describing for Eve and Adam, all the consequences  of that sin. But we are freed from that law of sin and death, by the blood of Christ, the 2nd Adam. 

We are free to follow the more excellent way of Love.  We are free to build Godly relationships, loving marriages, healthy families based on Christ’s example of - 

· Mutual Motivation 

· Reciprocal Obligation 

· Emotional Transformation.
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