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Lesson 6

Colossians 4:1-18

8/19/02

As we close our study on Colossians, I want to do something slightly different. We may not often have an opportunity like this as we grow larger in numbers, so after I cover the few closing verses of Chapter 4, I want to invite you to participate in a review time, in which we share some of the insights we’ve gained, and how the principles for living we’ve discovered in Colossians have prompted us to change the way we live.

Lets start with 4:2-5

COL 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, "a door for the word." so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 

What an inspiring statement. And you know, it seems that Paul has truly learned one secret of prayer, and that is: God puts us in particular circumstances for a purpose. We are where we are for a good reason. When we pray that God will change our hearts rather than our circumstances, great things happen!

5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

4:6 seasoned with salt. Salt is a preservative and is tasty. Similarly, the Christian's conversation is to be wholesome (see 3:8; Eph 4:29).

    COL 4:7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.

4:7 Tychicus.. Gr. Tychikos, fortuitous). An Asian Christian and close friend and valued helper of Paul, perhaps a native of Ephesus. As one of the delegates chosen by the churches to bear the collection to the poor in Jerusalem (2 Cor 8:19 ff.), he apparently went all the way there with Paul. He was with Paul during the first Roman imprisonment and carried the letters to the Ephesians (Eph 6:21) and the Colossians (Col 4:7-9). Onesimus, returning to his master, accompanied him (Col 4:7-9; Philem). Paul told Titus that he would send either Artemas or Tychicus to replace him in the difficult work on Crete (Titus 3:12). Tychicus was with Paul during his second Roman imprisonment and was sent to Ephesus by him (2 Tim 4:12). Tychicus was a man distinguished for integrity and fidelity; he held the affection and confidence of Paul as an able worker in the service of Christ (Col 4:7).

9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.

ONESIMUS (Gr. Onesimos, profitable). Probably a common nickname for a slave. Paul plays on the word onesimos (Philem 11, 20). Onesimus was a slave of Philemon of Colosse. He robbed his master and made his way to Rome, the frequent goal of such fugitives. Some Ephesian or Colossian person in Rome, perhaps Aristarchus (Acts 27:2; Col 4:10-14; Philem 24), or Epaphras (Col 1:7; 4:12-13; Philem 23) seems to have recognized the man and brought him to Paul in his captivity. Onesimus became a Christian and was persuaded to return to his master. From that incident came the exquisite letter of Paul to Philemon. It appears that Onesimus left Rome in company with Tychicus, carrying the letter to Philemon and also Paul's letters to the Ephesian and Colossian churches.

    COL 4:10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, 

Aristarchus. A Macedonian from Thessolonika,, who is mentioned three times in Acts: 1. He was with Paul during the Ephesian riot (Ac 19:29) and therefore was known in Colosse. 2. Both he and Tychicus (Ac 20:4) were with Paul in Greece. 3. He accompanied Paul on his trip to Rome (Ac 27:2).

as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)

possibly before the writing of this Epistle; or the "commandments" were verbal by Tychicus, and accompanying this letter, since the past tense was used by the ancients (where we use the present) in relation to the time which it would be when the letter was read by the Colossians. Thus (Philemon 1:19), "I have written," for "I write." The substance of them was, "If he come unto you, receive him." Paul's rejection of him on his second missionary journey, because he had turned back at Perga on the first journey (Acts 13:13, 15:37-39), had caused an alienation between himself and Barnabas. Christian love soon healed the breach; for here he implies his restored confidence in Mark, makes honorable allusion to Barnabas, and desires that those at Colosse who had regarded Mark in consequence of that past error with suspicion, should now "receive" him with kindness. Colosse is only about one hundred ten miles from Perga, and less than twenty from the confines of Pisidia, through which province Paul and Barnabas preached on their return during the same journey. Hence, though Paul had not personally visited the Colossian Church, they knew of the past unfaithfulness of Mark; and needed this recommendation of him, after the temporary cloud on him, so as to receive him, now that he was about to visit them as an evangelist. Again, in Paul's last imprisonment, he, for the last time, speaks of Mark (2 Timothy 4:11).

 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. 

DEMAS (Gr. Demas, popular). A faithful helper of Paul during his imprisonment in Rome (Col 4:14). Paul called him a "fellow worker" (Philem 1:24). He was probably a citizen of Thessalonica, where he went when he deserted Paul (2 Tim 4:10 He alone has here no honorable or descriptive epithet attached to his name. Perhaps, already, his real character was betraying itself.

15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.

4:15 Nympha. Probably a Laodicean. church in her house. For the most part, the early church had no buildings, so it usually met for worship and instruction in homes. It often centered around one family, as, e.g., Priscilla and Aquila (Ro 16:5; 1Co 16:19), Philemon (Phm 2) and Mary the mother of John (Ac 12:12).

    COL 4:16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.

4:16 After this letter has been read to you. The practice of the early church was to read Paul's letters aloud to the assembled congregation. letter from Laodicea. Does not necessarily mean a letter by the Laodiceans. Rather, it could have been a letter that the Laodiceans were to lend to the Colossians--a letter that Paul had originally written to the Laodiceans. This may have been a fourth letter that Tychicus carried to this area in what is present-day Turkey, in addition to Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon. Or this letter could have been Paul's letter to the Ephesians--a circular letter making the rounds from Ephesus to Laodicea to Colosse 

    COL 4:17 Tell Archippus: "See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord."

ARCHIPPUS (master of the horse). A Christian at Colosse, conspicuous as a champion of the gospel, a close friend (perhaps the son) of Philemon, an office-bearer in the church
    COL 4:18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.
Now, if we have a few minutes, lets take a quick look back at some of the principles that we have gleaned from Colossians, and share very briefly how they might have prompted or encouraged you to follow Paul’s advice in COL 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
(Look back at lessons 1-5 for principles:

· To have eternal value, our service must be both For God and From God. (1:1-2)

· When we thank God for fellow believers, and for the presence of His Church, it broadens our understanding of His purpose, and deepens our capacity to Love His people. (1:3-8)

· Knowing God’s perfect will and doing it are both essential to believers. But the power to link the two comes only from  Jesus Christ, in whom we have redemption.  (1:13-14)

·  If I am a Christian, then I live by God’s Word, not the World’s rules. (2:21)
· Satan’s most basic strategy is to make us think wrongly about God, and believe sin will bring us fulfillment. But sin is not what brings us fulfillment . . . it robs us of fulfillment. Sin doesn’t make life interesting . . . it makes life empty.  Only Christ Jesus brings fulfillment and happiness. (3:5-11)
· Being a new creature in Christ means adopting an eternal perspective (3:12-15)

· we can do ALL  things . . .  IF . . . we do all things 

· for the Lord 
· in the power of the Holy Spirit
· because the peace of Christ rules in our hearts.  (3:15-18)
· As new creatures in Christ, we have a whole new set of   reciprocal obligations and mutual responsibilities to one another. These obligations don’t end at the church door.  They extend  into our homes and our most intimate relationships.  (3:18-22)
· When Eros becomes Agape, through the transforming power of Christ Jesus, we are enabled to submit, love ,lead and serve, from a whole new perspective.  (3:26-30)

· When we pray that God will change our hearts rather than our circumstances, great things happen! (4:1-5)

