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Ephesians 2:1-22

Lesson 3

Summary Sentence: God is regenerating sinful people, and reconciling them to himself and to each other.

Central Idea: We are temples of the living God

Aim: That my audience will choose to become true temples of our Holy God

Introduction  Have you ever watched the construction of a building?  For most of his past year, I had only to look out my office window to observe the progress in the construction of our new Missionary Training Center. It was fascinating to see heavy equipment preparing the site, leveling and grading – then the delivery of all kinds of materials, concrete block, steel rebar, wooden trusses, terra cotta roof tiles, - stacked and ready for use. It was impressive. But it gave me pause to realize that each of those very expensive materials were basically useless alone. Nothing worthwhile could be constructed of any one of them alone. But taken together, in the hands of skilled workmen with a good plan, they became a fine building, comfortable, serviceable and attractive. 

God is doing the same thing on a spiritual level. He takes people who are dead in sin, and makes their spirits alive again in Christ Jesus. He then reconciles them – brings them together – under the headship of Christ so that they can function as one body where His Spirit can dwell and accomplish God’s work in the world.   

Have you ever seen photos of the Sistine Chapel? Perhaps some of you have been there.

Its one of the most magnificent buildings in the world – but its Nothing compared to the wonder of God’s transforming work in people – you and me.  To make us into “Living stones. . . built into a spiritual house” (I Peter 2:5) is the most praiseworthy work of all and tonight we are going to see how He does it . [image: image1.png]



God’s Construction Materials

 2:1-3

God’s Wonderful Workmanship

2:4-10

God’s Blueprint 



2:11-22

Lets get into our construction plan – God’s Word – and find out more!

God’s Construction Materials
(2:1-3)

(Explain) Read verses 1-3 with me.  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

It would appear that God’s construction materials are not always of the best. As a matter of fact, in Ephesus He really didn’t have very much at all to work with. These were former pagans -  people who had been involved in idolatry, sorcery, witchcraft, and ritual prostitution.  And yet God chose them and gathered them in order that they might become His church in Ephesus.  

And we were not so different, were we? Like the Ephesian Christians, we too were once “walking dead men”.  Before we met Jesus, we were dead toward God – that is, we were unable to understand and appreciate spiritual things. Just as a corpse can’t respond to stimuli, a person who is spiritually dead cannot respond to the things of God.  We followed the ways of the world, caught in the downward spiral of sin that Paul calls “the world, the flesh and the devil”.  We didn’t know we were spiritually dead – we just followed the downward path, moving along with all the others like us, because we thought it was the only way. It was certainly the easiest way. And we became “Objects of wrath”. I can think of many titles I would much rather have, (Nobel Laureate, Pulitzer prize winner, world champion) but  the one I deserve is  – Object of wrath – I earned that one.  

(Illustrate) My avocation is woodworking. I enjoy making furniture, and several of the simpler pieces in our house are mine. And when I am planning a project, I always purchase the best materials I can afford. Good tools and careful workmanship can only go so far. In the end, its the quality of the materials that make a piece beautiful and durable.  So why would God choose me – us – to be his church in Orlando? IF I were God, I wouldn’t choose me as suitable material for a Holy Temple.  Firewood – yes. Temple material – no. 

(Apply) And yet, that is exactly what He has done. I read in His word that I am a “Living Stone”.

And so are you. Its amazing, isn’t it! You and I are Temples of the living God. How can it be?  

God’s Wonderful Workmanship
 (2:4-10) 

(Explain) For the answer to that question, we need to look at verses 4-10.  And there we see, that unlike my woodworking, God’s finished masterpiece isn’t dependent on the quality of the material he begins with. I have to start with good stuff. I can shape, and polish and carve, but I can only change the exterior. If its warped, I cant straighten it. If its full of knots and stains, I cant make it clear and clean. If its already a good piece, I can improve it, but I cant transform bad material into something of beauty.  Sometimes, I can restore it, but I can never resurrect it!  God, however, can. As a matter of fact, that is what verses 4-10 are all about. We are the workmanship of a merciful and loving God, and His wonderful workmanship is not limited. 

He does, indeed transform and resurrect. He takes objects of wrath, and by the application of His mercy and grace, rescues us from spiritual death, and brings us to New Life in Christ. 

(Illustrate) I, who was once firewood , now have a beautiful and noble purpose to fulfill. I want to share with you some Scripture passages and verses that tell us more about God’s wonderful transformation of our lives. [image: image2.png]



· He rescues us from Spiritual death and gives Life 

Ephesians 2:5-7



· He places us in union with Christ 



Ephesians 1:22-23


· He exalts us Spiritually today 




Philippians 3:21



· He will exalt us Physically later 



Revelation 3:21



· He has a great love for us 




Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16,    Romans 5:8, Ephesians 2:4, I John 4:10                                                                    

· He shows us grace and mercy 



Ephesians 2:4-5, and 8

· He gives us the gift of Faith




Ephesians 2:8-9

· So that we can hear the Word and respond


John 5:24, Romans 10:17

When that transforming work is complete, we are then ready to be used for God’s purposes, 

(Apply)  Verse 10 tells us specifically that this is our purpose, too – and that all the transformation has been so that we will be ready to do the work God has waiting for us. 

At your place of employment, do you have a job description? Well, you have a job description in the Kingdom of God, as well. Before God transformed us, we couldn’t possibly have done the job. But now, because of his mercy and grace, we have been made suitable material for God’s purposes. Will we choose to walk in the works God has prepared specifically for us to do? We are temples of the Living God. 
God’s Blueprint 
(2:11-22)

(Explain) Verses 11-22 make it clear that God’s Architectural plans – His blueprints – are for a church. And we are the materials He will use to construct it. He brings near the alienated (that is, the gentiles) by the Blood of Christ (verses 11-13). Then he creates a whole new body of worshippers – the Church – by reconciling Jews and gentiles to Himself through the cross, giving both access to the Father (verses 14-18).  And he tells us in verses 19-22 that he intends this new temple to function in peace and harmony.  

(Illustrate) Paul uses a wonderful analogy here, about “the dividing wall”  being broken down, that almost any of his readers who had ever been to the Temple in Jerusalem would understand immediately.  Jews considered gentiles unclean, you remember, and there were strict regulations prohibiting Jews from associating with them. In the temple, there were areas reserved for different groups, and there was a separate court for Gentiles. They couldn’t actually enter the areas where worship and sacrifice took place.  Only Jewish males could enter those areas. There was an physical wall, about  three feet high, beyond which Gentiles could not go. Archaeologists have recovered inscriptions from this wall in Herod’s temple “ NO gentile may cross the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary. Anyone caught doing so will have only himself to blame for his ensuing death”. Paul is telling us that in Man’s temple there may be a “wall of hostility” separating men, but in the Temple God is building, that wall is no longer in the drawings.  God has issued a “change order”, so that we are no longer strangers and aliens, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of the household of faith. 

(Apply)  That means that, in God’s building -  His Temple - His church – we are all attached to each other. Paul expresses it in verse 21, when he says we are being “fitted together”.  I’m reminded of the way a Roman arch was fitted together, with a Keystone in the center, but constructed in such a way that, if any one stone was removed, the arch would necessarily collapse. Are we serving our purposes in the Holy Temple of the living God? 

Conclusion 

Isnt it amazing and thrilling to know what God has done for us . . and why? We’re not objects of wrath any more – we are members of God’s family. What a change!  From firewood to a treasured possession. God takes the worthless, the alienated, the broken, the seemingly useless – and transforms us first into loved sons and daughters, then gives us eternal worth and purpose by involving us in His work.  

(Illustration) One of our missionary acquaintances, soon after she arrived on the field, began a small bible study w/ Indonesian women, by inviting them to her home to learn how to make quilts. The concept grew into a business, which today employs more than 300 Indonesians, of both sexes, producing quilted products and marketing them in 10 different countries around the world. Its one of the most successful evangelistic ministries in the city in which they live. One of my friends favorite stories is of the elderly widow, with a young grandson, who knocked on her door begging for a job in the quiltworks. There was nothing available, but the woman persisted. Finally, in an effort to show her that there really was nothing available, my friend took the woman back to the cutting room and invited her to look around. She showed her that every conceivable tiny piece of material was already being used by people already employed, and said “If you can find anything here that can be used to make attractive, useful quilted items, show me, and I will give you a job.  The woman eventually noticed a pile of tiny scraps – trimmed ends – that had been swept up to be thrown out. She asked for those and left. My friend thought she had seen the last of the woman, but the very next morning she was back – with a stack of tiny quilt squares made into beautiful  Key chains. She got a job – and the quilted keychains are the best selling item in their inventory.  

Brothers and sisters, God does this for us. When we can’t understand how we could possibly be of use to the kingdom – when we wonder what possible work we could ever do for Him – He transforms what we thought was useless junk into something of value and beauty so that we might glorify Him, and serve and love one another.  God has chosen you, and is transforming your life daily. We are temples of the Living God. The question is, will we choose to serve and glorify him by committing to do the work He has prepared for us?

Lets Pray:

