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Ephesians  5:21-6:24

Lesson 6:   Subject to the King

Summary Sentence:  Believers’ relationships to one another, and our victory over Satan, depend on our relationship to Christ. 

Central Idea: Submit in Christ – Stand in Christ!

Aim: That my audience will choose to submit first to Christ, and then to one another, and that they will stand firm against Satan.

Introduction 

How many of you are following the progress of the War in Iraq? Probably most of you, like me, check the news at least two or three times a day . . . perhaps more. Mostly, what I hear is Broadcasters and journalists interviewing each other because military leaders and strategists are too busy, or too smart, to tell them anything of substance. But among the things I have learned, as I listened to a Pentagon strategist who helped plan “Operation Iraqi Freedom”, is that one of the early objectives in the initial bombardment of Baghdad was the elimination of Iraq’s leadership. If you can disrupt or eliminate what the military calls the “chain of command”, then lesser leaders can’t see the “big picture” and no one knows what is actually happening or what should happen next. You have a decided advantage over a confused and un-coordinated opponent.

 But it’s not just an army that needs a chain of command. For any group to function smoothly, the line of leadership needs to be clearly defined. That’s part of what our passage tonight is about. Clearly, the head of the Church is Christ Jesus, our Lord. This is the central point that Paul keeps in focus as he exhorts us to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  Tonight we are going to see the importance of submission as we look at Ephesians 5:21-6:20.

5:21- 6:4 
Submit, in the Lord, at home

6:5-9

Submit, in the Lord, at work

6:10-20
Stand, in the Lord, against the evil one

Submit, in the Lord, at home
(5:21- 6:4) 
Would you agree with me that this is a difficult and touchy passage? (Prayer request: more men)  These verses deserve to be handled carefully – not because they are difficult to understand (as a matter of fact, they are fairly straightforward) but because they have often, in the past, been handled carelessly by people who wanted to prove their point rather than God’s.  

(Explain) What God is clearly saying here is; in our churches, and in our homes, there is a scripturally sound way of ordering our lives together. It is called “mutual submission”. I’m not kidding. Verse 21 says it -Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  Then it goes on to outline the forms that mutual submission will take, depending on our roles in the family.  None of this is a one-way process.  Husbands are called on to put aside their own selfish desires and think first of their wives, loving and caring for them in the same way that Jesus Christ cares for the church. If we look at verses 26-31, we see that a husband’s responsibility to his wife includes her A) Spiritual health and growth B) physical health and security, and C) her Marital fulfillment and his own fidelity. That has to come first, before anything we men may want. By the same token, a wife’s responsibility to her husband includes accepting his leadership of their household. And this mutual submission works precisely because we are NOT doing any of this in our old nature, or in our own power. We do it because of our reverence for Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.  In the same way, Children are called upon to be obedient to their parents, and to honor them; and parents are exhorted to be sensitive to the needs of their children, especially to their spiritual needs.  

(Illustrate) Folks, these are “Life” issues here – there is nothing theoretical about them. Several of us are struggling with how to “work them out” in our own marriages and families right now. Others are struggling to understand why they didn’t work. Some of us are trying to figure out how to give our children a healthy understanding of marriage in the absence of a healthy model. And a lot of us are facing, or are about to face, the issue of what it means to honor our parents when they can no longer make good decisions or care for themselves. How do we do those things?  

(Apply)  The answer of course, is that we don’t. This is Christ’s work within us, enabling us to put others, Wives . . . husbands . . .children . . . parents . . . ahead of our own needs and desires.  Can you and I submit to the Lord so that we may be strong in Him? Then, and only then, will we have the strength to bring to all our other relationships the submission that is needed for health and growth. When we submit in Christ, then we can stand in Christ!

Submit, in the Lord, at work  (6:5–9)

(Explain) The same principle holds true for the workplace. The standard for us, in our vocations, should be wholehearted service – just as if Jesus Himself were your Boss.  When we are given a difficult assignment, we need to work at it with all our hearts, in all sincerity and diligence, just as if it were an assignment from the Lord.  Don’t fall prey to a negative spirit, and begin to complain, gripe and criticize! I love 6:6 where, in Greek it says “not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but as servants of the Christ, doing the will of God out of soul”.  You know what eye service is: It’s the art of looking good whenever the boss is watching. Some people are really good at it. You may know some of those guys. And If that’s your style at work, don’t change it. Keep right on looking good for the boss. Just remember, your real boss, Jesus Christ, is always watching! And He sees our hearts, not just our outward actions.  

And those of us who might fall into the category of master – that is, those who supervise others, or employ others – we have a responsibility  as well. Paul says we should reward their diligent and faithful service with heartfelt response, giving them everything that is fair and right, without threats, because this is God’s way, who is the Master of the Universe. 

(Illustrate) When Paul wrote this passage, of course he was speaking particularly of the master/slave relationship, because there were many instances in the early church of masters and their slaves being members of the same church and, therefore, brothers in Christ. And he had a particular slave and master in mind. 

Remember, he sent this letter to Ephesus by a runaway slave named Onesimus, who was returning to his master, Philemon, in Colossae, because he had come to know Christ, and was convinced that this was the right thing to do. It must have been extremely difficult, having once tasted freedom, to voluntarily return to slavery. I have always admired Onesimus for that decision.  But he was able to do it, I think, because he knew his master was also a Christian, and that he would be received back in love, and well-treated for Christ’s sake.  

(Apply) Do you remember that little quip “You are the only Bible some folks will ever read”? How we act in the workplace speaks louder than any words we might ever utter. What are you saying, by your actions, and your words, in the place where you work?   
Remember: When we submit in the Lord, then we can Stand in the Lord!

Stand, in the Lord, against the evil one (6:10-20)

(Explain) This is the opposite of choosing to submit, of course. It’s a paradox, isn’t it -  that in those relationships where we most want to fight and resist, God says “submit” . . . and in those areas of life where we are most likely to surrender, God says “stand and fight!”.  Jesus turns the world, and the standards of the world, upside down and inside out! As it says in II Cor. 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  And as new creatures in Christ, we are called to stand as soldiers in combat against our enemy. But we do not stand alone! Our strength is in Christ, and comes because we submit, in faith, to Him. 

I can’t resist drawing another military parallel here. I’m not a real student of military tactics, but I have read Sun Tzu, and J.E.B. Stuart. And I remember from my own “Boot camp” training that there are four essential components to success in battle – and Paul touches on all four in Ephesians 6:10-20. 

1. Know your Enemy: Our adversary is Satan. He is a created being (Isaiah 14:12-15) and limited – He is NOT all knowing, NOT all powerful, NOT everywhere present. But he is strong, subtle, clever and dedicated to your damnation. He has an army, too – of evil spirits arranged in a hierarchy to do his bidding (Eph 6:12). 

2. Know your Battleground: Folks, it’s a spiritual battle. Don’t waste time and energy fighting people – especially those you love! The battle is being fought on other fronts, for the hearts minds and souls of others. 

3. Know your equipment: In Boot camp, we had contests to see who could strip, clean and reassemble an M14 the fastest. Some guys could do it in under two minutes – blindfolded! They knew their weapons! Do We? We are the best equipped soldiers in the world! We have 

 - the Belt of Truth

 - the Breastplate of Righteousness

 - the Greaves/Boots of peace

 - the Shield of Faith

 - the Helmet of Salvation

 - the Sword of the Word of God

Are we using them effectively in our personal battles against evil? 

4. Keep the lines of Communication open:  Our line of communication is prayer. Paul says its our lifeline, and he is right. We need to be praying all the time – about everything. We need to pray for ourselves, and for all the saints, who are also in combat daily. We need to be alert, not waiting until we are asked to pray, but watching carefully for the needs of our brothers and sisters and lifting them up regularly in prayers of supplication and intercession.  

(Apply) The apostle James, if you remember his exhortation in 4:7, says to resist the devil, and he will flee from us. But submission to God precedes that strength and will to resist.  It is only when we submit to Christ that we can stand in Christ! 

Conclusion: Victorious living in Jesus Christ results when we are subject to the King. Will you, will we - begin to give submit to the Lordship of Christ those areas that we have not yet yielded to Him? 

(Illustrate) When we had to move from our home of 12 years in Clearwater, over to Orlando, we were not happy about it. No one in our family wanted to leave a comfortable home, friends, Church, networks and support systems, and start all over somewhere else. It was hard. But we prayed all the time, giving the matter to God almost every day, and God was faithful to provide us with blessings here that we did not imagine when first we moved – including the privilege of being involved in CBS and a new group of brothers and sisters whom we have grown to love. 

Every day brings situations that call for strength to stand against the enemy, and opportunities to submit to others. We may not always enjoy it, but we know what God is calling us to do.

Lets Pray

