James Intro/Lesson 1

James 1:1

CBS

January 6, 2003

Main Point of Passage: That Believers mature in Christ

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. (NIV)

Introduction James was personally challenged to develop maturity in Christ, and with good reason. Can you imagine growing up in Jesus’ own family? Imagine being a half- brother . . . or any kind of relative at all, to Jesus! What an inspiration!  What a challenge! 

And human beings can react to a wonderful example in a variety of ways. As we think back over our lives, we can all remember times when we have been inspired by a great example, and risen to meet a challenge. And we can also remember times when we have reacted with envy and jealousy,  or a sense of inferiority.  

James actually did both. If you want to read John 7:5, you can see that he was not originally one of Jesus’ admirers. As a matter of fact, none of Jesus brothers believed in him, and at one point, they believed him to be insane or possessed and came to take him home (Mark 3:20-31)

James, however, was later to be transformed from one of Jesus’ antagonists to one who followed Him, and became a most respected leader in the early church. The turning point for him was a personal appearance of the risen Lord to Him (I Corinthians 15:7). Then, having declared the Lordship of Jesus Christ, James would be looked on by many believers as someone very special, and was expected to provide a strong example of what it meant to live as a Christian. After all, who would know better, than someone who had seen Jesus himself almost every day of his life? 

And James’ letter was probably the first of the epistles of the New Testament to be written. The notes you will receive tonight will tell you more about  why we believe that, of the four different men named James mentioned in the New Testament, that it was the brother of Jesus who wrote the Epistle. And we believe it must have been written before 62 AD, since it was in that year that James was beheaded in Jerusalem. The letter shared many truths James had learned in his own quest to become more like his savior. James addressed topics like 

· How mature Christians should handle their circumstances (Chapter 1)

· Their relationships (Chapter 2)

· Their words (Chapter 3)

· And their heart attitudes (Chapter 4 and 5)

As we study this letter, we will learn much that can point us to maturity in our own walk as Christians. The real question is: Am I maturing in Christ? Will I choose to do so?

Our lesson tonight only covers one verse – James 1:1

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. (NIV) At first glance, there doesn’t appear to be much to say about that one verse. But it is a rich little verse, and it actually tells us three important things. 

I. James’ view of Himself: A Servant James could have styled himself a “leader”, or an “elder of the church”, or even  “apostle”. But instead, he called himself “A Servant”. As a matter of fact, the Greek word he uses is the word “Doulos”, which means “bond slave”.  James undoubtedly remembered the times he had doubted Jesus, or even made fun of him ( John 7), and instead of giving himself titles, wanted to show by example, that he remembered what Jesus had said to his disciples about the need to serve others. 

God’s ways are much higher than our ways.  In the same place, I probably would have reacted more like Jesus’ disciples over in Mark 9:34,  who wanted to know which of them would be the greatest.  And he came to Capernaum, and being in the house, he was questioning them, `What were ye reasoning in the way among yourselves?'

34 and they were silent, for with one another they did reason in the way who is greater;

35 and having sat down he called the twelve, and he saith to them, `If any doth will to be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of all.'

But James, had obviously learned Christ’s ways. 

Jesus was secure in His Father, and he could therefore perform a task like washing his disciples’ feet (John 13:3) or humbling himself to die upon a cross (Philippians 2:5-11). James was secure in Jesus. To be mature Christians enables us to be true servants. However, only those who have been born into God’s Family are able to grow into mature members of that family. Where are we in that respect? Do we know Christ as savior? And If we do, are we maturing in our walk with him? 

II. James view of Jesus: His Master James could have referred to Jesus as his brother, 

(actually his half brother) or his friend, but he chose to call Him “Master”, or “Lord.” From the very outset of the letter. In the old testament, Jewish people were commanded by God not to worship other “lords” or “masters” (actually the term used in Hebrew is “Baal”, which means lord) and were warned repeatedly that to serve more than the One true God would be disastrous. Jesus told us that no one can serve two masters. So when James calls Jesus his Lord, or Master, he is really saying, that Jesus is the only one he serves, and that it is his sole ambition to serve Him and please Him. 

Let me give you an example.  (Use story of Talented young Concert pianist giving his first professional concert, and his teacher in the audience)

James had one concern: to please and serve his Lord Jesus. Will we consider Jame’s life, heed his words, and with God’s help, follow his example? To be a mature Christian is to serve the Lord and the Lord only. 

III. James’ view of other Christians: those to be served  When James wrote his letter to those Jewish Christians scattered throughout the Roman empire, he considered himself to b serving them. He didn’t write the letter for his own satisfaction, or to be known as an author. He wanted, instead, to help his readers become mature in Christ, so that God’s glory would be spread among the nations where they were scattered. 

One of the favorite stories missionaries use to demonstrate the way in which the Gospel transforms us is the story of the old Chinese farmer who had cataracts removed from his eyes by an American missionary doctor. He had been almost blind, but a simple operation restored his sight. Several days later,the old farmer returned, holding one end of a long rope. Holding the other end were several dozen blind Chinese whom the old man had sought out and brought to be healed by the doctor who had worked a miracle on his eyes.  In the same way, James, having had his own eyes opened to understand true Christian life, sent his letter to new, confused, struggling Jewish Christians everywhere in the empire, that they too might receive the “correction of their sight”.  

If Jesus is our lord, and we are his servants, part of our duty is to encourage our fellow servants to reach their full potential. Christ commanded his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations.  Is it our ambition to help other Christians become mature in Christ? That’s important, because, to be a mature Christian is to serve the Lord’s servants. 

Conclusion It is our human tendency, just like the earliest disciples, to want to be the “greatest” for Christ. We want the biggest churches, the nicest families, the most summer mission trips. We want to be the best informed teachers, the most eloquent in prayer. But our pride and striving is cut short by Jesus’ words “But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." (NASB) 

Our study of James is going to help us understand that the Christian who grows tallest and matures most fully is the Christian who stoops lowest, and becomes a servant to those most in need.   (Pres. Navigators: How do you know? By how you act when treated like servant) 

If you feel you need to mature as a Christian, you are in the right place. Will you ask, along with me, for God’s help that we may grow in Him during these weeks of Study in the Book of James? 

Prayer: Lord, we want to be faithful and trustworthy servants. Please forgive us for the times we have fallen short. Help is to become mature Christians, that your name might be glorified in our lives. Amen
