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James 5:1-20

Lesson 6

Summary Sentence: Those who trust the Lord are safe in Him.

Central Idea: Establish your hearts in the Lord

Introduction Earlier in our study of James, he taught us that good works are a necessary evidence of our faith. Tonight, as we look at Chapter 5, his words will show us that faith is the vital basis for all our works. We must understand the object of Godly faith (God, not the world), the reasons for enduring faith  (the Lord will return soon) and the operation of daily faith (through prayer). 

James 5:1-6 
The Object of Godly Faith

James 5:7-12 
The Reason for Enduring Faith

James 5:13-20
The Operation of Daily Faith 

People who have not studied the book of James carefully sometimes take verses out of context  to support the false notion that we can be saved by our works. But we have to conclude the opposite. As we study James’ closing words to his flock, we can see clearly that his concern is that all Christians have a true faith – a mature faith. 

The Object of Godly Faith (James 5:1-6)

Earlier, in chapter 2, we have already heard James’ opinion of those who put their trust in worldly wealth and power. Again, he is not condemning the rich. But he clearly is pointing to those who love their money more than God – who gain their riches unfairly – and who hoard their wealth, use it to indulge themselves and to manipulate others. He is trying to shake his hearers’ continued trust in worldly things.  If our first goal in life is to store up treasure on earth, we will inevitably damage or destroy other people in the process. How can we obey the royal law if our focus is on money rather than on God or God’s people? We can’t. It’s that simple. It’s much wiser to store up treasure for ourselves in heaven. We can’t take it with us, but we can send it on ahead. If you don’t believe that’s possible, read Matthew 6:19-21. All who believe in Christ, rich or poor, will enter heaven with empty pockets. But, depending on how we have used our God-given resources and gifts here on earth, we will find heavenly treasure waiting.  

Does anyone remember Howard Hughes? Founder of Hughes Aircraft  owner of Movie Studios and  Las Vegas Casinos -  one of the richest men in the world in the 1950’s. In his younger days, Howard was a big spender. He had celebrated affairs with movie stars like Marilyn Monroe and Jane Russell. But as he got older, Hughes began to distrust people, and to be terrified at the thought of  losing his fortune. He became a recluse, and a miser. He ended his days in a 10,000 sq foot penthouse atop a Las Vegas Hotel –  but he lived in the dark rather than spend the money to turn on lights, eating food raw because of the cost of electricity. . .  and in the very last days refusing to spend money even on the most basic items. When he died, he was utterly alone. The coroner estimated his weight at 80 lbs, and said he had probably not had a bath or a haircut in several years.  And he left behind an estate of several hundred million dollars. 

Everyone has faith. The question is – where do we put it? Having wealth is not evil. Trusting in it is. And you don’t have to be a Howard Hughes or a Bill Gates to struggle with this issue. We need prayerfully to bring our hearts, our actions, our lifestyles AND our credit cards and checkbooks to God – and ask Him to change us if our faith is being choked by our love of money and the things it can buy.  A mature faith trusts in The Lord alone, not in money. 

The Reason for Enduring Faith    (James 5:7-12)

James uses the example of  injustice by the rich to make his point here, but we all know that injustice comes in many ways and forms, and from different directions. Have you ever been unjustly accused of wrongdoing? 

Have you ever done a favor with the best of motives, and been accused of doing it for selfish ones?  Have you, after years of faithful service, seen newer, less skilled employees promoted over you? It happens – and it hurts. But James tells us there is a way to deal with this kind of injustice. We continually look for the day of the Lord’s return, when He will set everything in order and make all things right. James reminded his readers of how they naturally excercised patience in waiting for crops to ripen. And he recalled to them the biblical examples of the prophets and of Job.  

Jesus told a story, over in Matthew 25, about 10 young women who were invited to a marriage feast. Most of them brought along plenty of oil for their lamps, but a few foolish ones brought only what was in the lamp. Well, the bridegroom was delayed, and darkness fell while they were still waiting. And instead of going to get more oil, the foolish girls fell asleep. When the bridegroom finally arrived, the foolish ones were caught by surprise and, being unprepared, were not allowed into the feast.  There are many points to that parable, but one of them is that, when Jesus returns, justice and order will always prevail. 

We don’t know when the Lord will return, but once He does, justice will be enacted swiftly and our endurance will be rewarded. Do you really believe the Lord might come back any day? Are you ready?  Its easy to forget, isn’t it – to get distracted and off-track. But take your cue from the wise young women in Jesus parable who were endured the waiting patiently, and were ready for the Bridegroom when he arrived.  A Mature faith patiently looks for the Lord’s return because the heart is established in the Lord.

The Operation of Daily Faith    (James 5:13-20)

James reminds us here that while we look toward the future, and the Lord’s return, we also need to look to Him right now! He is with us today, and there is no greater privilege for the Christian than prayer. We can all talk to God – all the time – about any need or subject – whether we are happy, in trouble, sick or in need of confessing sin.  And God answers prayer. 

Now let me make a brief point here. Some have interpreted verses 15 and 16 to mean that, God will give us everything we want, if we just pray with enough faith. 

But that is a false notion. James actually begins his letter, you remember, by telling his hearers to hang in there even when the trial won’t go away! Sometimes the only answer from God is the wisdom to hang in there and keep trusting that He is working for good despite our frustrations. 

When it comes to prayer, James says, we have two main problems. 

First, we don’t pray! A pastor was once asked, “is it OK to pray about the little issues in life”? The reply came back, “can you think of any problem that would be a big one for God?” 

Second, we don’t believe God hears our prayers. We must not – we don’t act as though we expect anything to happen after we pray! I’m reminded of the story about the church in Oklahoma that held a payer meeting. There was a horrible drought in their area, and the farmers were in danger of losing their crops, livestock, and farms. So they decided to pray for rain. As they were about to begin the meeting, the elders looked up – and dissolved in a mixture of shame and laughter. A little five year old girl was coming in the door – the only person in a crowded church with enough faith to be carrying an umbrella. 

How much faith do we have in God right now? Is He in control? Does He care for us? Does He answer prayer? Then lets apply the exhortation of Paul in 1st Thessalonians 5:16 -  Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (NIV) A mature faith earnestly looks to the Lord in prayer, because the heart is established in the Lord.

Conclusion By studying the book of James, we have, hopefully, come to understand more clearly what is “true Christian maturity”. The standards are high. It has been said that “The Christian life is not difficult – it is impossible.” But  we have a reason for confidence. God wants us to become mature in our faith even more that we want it! (Think about that for a minute) So then – let us establish our hearts n the Lord who is helping us to become all we can be through Him! 

A famous rabbi of the third century, - Rabbi Simlai – noted that Moses gave us 365 prohibitions and 248 positive commands in the Law. IN Psalm 15, David reduced them to 11. Isaiah 33:14-15 made them just 6. Micah 6:8 binds them all into 3, and Habakkuk 2:4 reduces them all to one – namely “ The righteous shall live by faith”. You know, the more mature our faith in Christ, the more we will want it to become mature. Will we establish our hearts in the Lord this night?

Prayer: Lord, thank you for using the letter of James to show us how we are to grow in You. We give you permission to help us become more like our savior Jesus Christ, and ask that you enable us to establish our hearts in Him. Amen.

