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I. A believer’s life is his/ her  most believable testimony. (vv 11-12)  

This past  Saturday, I spent the day at a seminar led by John Maxwell on Christian Leadership. I learned many things from John, who has a wealth of experience and knowledge, but one thing he kept emphasizing is that leaders must model what they expect of their teams. “People”, he said, “do what they see, not what they hear”.  That’s precisely what Peter is saying to us in our opening verses tonight. 

Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

Once again, Peter reminds us that we are “just passing through” this world.  It’s a way of reminding us that we should not be too attached to any of the things of this world, and that we should avoid certain kinds of behavior.  First, he says, we must abstain from “sinful desires which war against your soul”.  And the word “abstain” here is used to mean  “hold back” – walk away from”  sinful desire. 

Can you believe it? Its not enough that God expects his people to avoid sinful acts. . . He expects us to avoid sinful desires!  Why? Because they war against our souls. Sinful desires are best understood, I think, as strong desires motivated by selfishness.   Most desires are not wrong, or sinful, in themselves. They become wrong desires only when we attempt to satisfy them in a way that is contrary to God’s Word. Other desires are wrong from the beginning.  And we must avoid them both. These wrong desires, dwelt upon, and fed upon, will eventually be acted out.  You know it’s true, don’t you. If we think on it long enough, we will probably eventually do it. And consistently giving in to sinful desires, or consistently satisfying our desires in a manner contrary to Gods Word will ultimately tear down a believer.  

Satan knows our weaknesses, and he uses them against us. Do you dream of someone or something forbidden? Do you give in to sinful desire, even though you tell yourself you would never act it out?  If you do, your heart no longer belongs entirely to God. There is now a tiny place in it where He is not welcome –  the little desk drawer of sinful desire.  You have given Satan a foothold which, if unchecked, he will eventually enlarge into a stronghold.  

Key For Living: Sinful desires may appear attractive and harmless, but they are enemies which inflict harm on a Christian’s soul, making us spiritually weak and ineffective. 

Peter says we must avoid sinful desire, and instead, live lives so remarkable for their goodness, and excellent behavior, that people who see us will want to be like us. They may start out by calling you names, but if your living testimony is powerful enough, they will end by becoming Christians (That’s what Peter means when he says “they will Glorify God on the day He visits us”)  Remember that, in these times, Christians were often labeled as evil-doers. They were called “anti-social”, meaning they did not accept the current social order. They were accused of Godlessness, because they did not worship or buy, or sacrifice to idols.  They were branded traitors, because it was rumored that they served another king than Caesar.  

And it still happens today. I work for a mission agency. Recently, in a province of the former Soviet Union,  a family of believers was shut in their cabin by a mob, which nailed the doors and windows shut, and set fire to the cabin. Why? Because a child had disappeared – and someone had told the villagers that Christians killed children and drank their blood at a secret ceremony called communion. It happens. Have you ever been misunderstood? Have you ever had to bear an unfair label because people knew you to be a Christian?  Do you work in a place that allows “Crystals” , Gay pride buttons, pro-choice stickers, but does not allow you to keep a Bible on your desk?  

How do you respond when that happens?  Do you defend yourself vigorously, and show them the error of their thinking? Or do you retreat, and conceal your faith in order to avoid conflict?

Peter would tell us that  the best response is simply to “Walk the Walk” – consistently, over the long haul. Don’t argue . . . don’t resist in anger . . . simply keep demonstrating that different quality of life that only Christians can demonstrate. 

Key For Living: A quiet, consistent daily example of Faith “lived out” is the best possible testimony we can ever offer to others.

II. Our testimony  to those in authority  (vv 13-17) 

Now . . . what about our responsibilities to those governments of men under which we live?  When our true citizenship is in heaven, do we have any responsibilities to the countries on earth? The answer from scripture is clearly -  “yes”.
1PE 2:13-17 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
Peter tells us we are to submit ourselves, for the Lord’s sake to  Every human Institution.  What might that include? 

· Governments  

· All Levels: National, State and Local 

· All Kinds: Democracy, Monarchy, Totalitarian 

· Educational Institutions

· Authority Structures in Business  (OSHA, BBB, ECFA) 

· Even Voluntary Organizations

a. And we are to submit to their authority for the Lord’s Sake, because - 

· All  governments and  authorities are instituted by God  ( Romans 13:1) Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,
Does that seem strange to you? It does to me. All governments, even those which have punished or repressed God’s people, are to be viewed as having been established by God. That is difficult to comprehend. But both Peter and Paul lived under the rule of Nero, and both eventually died at his order. Both had been beaten and imprisoned by governors and magistrates. Yet both held the view that any governing authorities that exist have been appointed by God! - Rom 13:1 

This truth is emphasized in the book of Daniel - cf. Dan 2:20-21; 4:17, 25a, 32a .  Even those that are evil, God uses for His divine purposes and then replaces - cf. Exo 9:16 (Egypt); Isa 10:5-12 (Assyria) And that list might well include Evil dictators like Joseph Stalin, or Fidel Castro . . . Cruel and harsh rulers like  Idi Amin, or Saddam Hussein  . . . or selfish, egocentric heads of state like Juan Peron in Argentina  or Imelda Marcos of the Philippines.

God allowed those rulers to make their own choices about the way they would govern, just as he did Pharaoh, or Nebuchadnezzar. .  And like those ancient rulers, this new crop will answer to God for their actions.  As we look back through Scripture, and indeed through the history of the world, we see that evil and repressive rulers have  frequently been used to accomplish God’s purposes, even though they were unaware of it at the time. . . even though most would have hated the very idea!   Even Hitler, that most evil of men, served God’s purposes in the end; for historians and political scientists are agreed that without the terrible atrocities of the Nazi Regime, the Jews would probably still be without a homeland, even today. 

But is the principle of submission to government without exception? Is there ever a time when Christians are justified in refusing to obey governmental authorities? From Peter himself, we learn that there is an exception to the rule 
But it is NOT just when governments are oppressive - 

Consider again the government and conditions under which Peter and Paul wrote.  The government was totalitarian, with Nero as ruler, an evil, despotic emperor. Under his reign, Christians suffered greatly - cf. 1 Pe 4:12-13; 5:8-9

Eventually, even Peter himself was crucified, and Paul was beheaded.  Under such oppressive governments, our responsibilities remain clear:

a. We are to submit

b. We are to pray for our rulers, that peace may prevail - cf. 1 Ti 2:1-2

The exception comes when we must decide to obey God rather than man!

That principle was illustrated by Peter himself, and the rest of the apostles – 
  ACts 4:18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."

Only when government tries to force us to disobey God, must we then disobey the government. Even then, it is only the particular laws designed to force us to disobey God that we have a right to break; we have no authority to break other laws in protest.  Rather, we are charged to pray for those in authority, and submit to them in all other areas. 

Key for Living: The Christian’s responsibility to all forms of human authority is to obey, except when commanded to sin. 

III. Testimony in Suffering

 Peter now begins to speak ,in verse 18, about another  relationship; that of  slaves to their masters.  

1PE 2:18-20  Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.  But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.
The most common interpretation of this passage these days, now that slavery is long dead in most of the world (Though it still exists in Asia and  in some portions of the middle east)  

Is to relate it to employees and employers. And there is some validity in that approach, and some lessons to be learned.  When we serve our employers faithfully, submitting to their authority in every way possible without compromising our beliefs and obedience  to God, it is a powerful witness. Employers notice someone who always gives a fair day’s work, who always does their best, and who is honest and fair in their dealings with co-workers and bosses. And there is no denying that Christians are called to do all those things. 

But I have to tell you  -  I don’t think that is what Peter is getting at here.  The question at hand, is how to deal with relationships and situations, which can’t be escaped, and in which your relationship with God, or another’s lack of relationship with God, causes problems and pain. 

I can think of a lot of examples: 

· The dishonest employer who demands dishonesty ( lying about the safety or effectiveness of a product we sell) 

· The student whose belief in Creation brings ridicule from science teachers

· The Spouse whose unbelieving husband deliberately did things to provoke her into filing for divorce.  

· The Muslim woman in Tadjikistan,  divorced, disowned by her parents, denied by her children, put out of her home with no possessions, no money and no food . . . because she professed faith in Jesus. 

Perhaps you can think of an example, yourself, of a time in your life when you were subjected to injustice or suffering, because of your belief in Jesus Christ. 

Now bear in mind, I’m not talking of deserved suffering or, natural consequences of sinful actions. (I remember once, as a child, participating in breaking windows out of an old abandoned house. When we were caught, all my buddies lied. I told the truth. They all escaped punishment. I got paddled. That was confusing to me – wasn’t telling the truth supposed to bring rewards? Why did the liars escape?  And yet, as I matured spiritually, I came to understand that there was nothing unjust or unfair in what happened to me.  I didn’t suffer for Jesus. I suffered for throwing rocks. 

And that is the difference that Peter highlights in verses 19 and 20.  Behaving well under deserved suffering may show courage, but it doesn’t enrich our relationship with God, or earn His approval.  Rather, Its when 

· we encounter a painful situation, 

· when we are hurt by another intentionally, 

· when we have to deal with  heartache, rejection, or undeserved hardship, 

· when we endure with grace, 

· when we submit without complaint, 

· when we  use our pain as a springboard to bring us closer to God rather than allow it to become a barrier between us and God . . . 

 Then our testimony becomes a powerful witness. Others take note. If we can give praise to God in the midst of suffering, they think, then this God must be worthy of Praise. 

Key for Living: When we can glorify and praise God in the midst of our suffering,

our Testimony is at its most powerful.

IV. Jesus as our Example 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

 Christians are called to follow the example of Jesus.  Just as He suffered patiently when mistreated without cause, so should we!  We have therefore been called to respond to ill treatment with good treatment - cf. 1 Pe 3: 9; Lk 6:27-36

 in view of the potential good that can result. See what Jesus accomplished by His patient forbearance to mistreatment done to Him!  (1 Pe 2:24-25)

· The forgiveness of our sins!

· The restoration of straying sheep back to their Shepherd!

 By following the example of Jesus, we can have an effect for good also

· Returning good for evil, we are more likely to overcome evil - Ro 12:19-21
· we are more likely to change those who persecute us, 

For they are often ashamed when they see how we patiently endure their mistreatment by doing good. Just as we were moved by the sacrificial death of Jesus for our sins, so we might best move others to change their evil ways by patiently doing good even when they mistreat us. That is why we have been called to follow the example of Jesus! 

The four “R”s

· Rejoice that you have been counted worthy to suffer... Ac 5:41 Mt 5:10-12
 Knowing that we are blessed in the sight of God, and have joined a great group of

prophets, apostles, and disciples in suffering for Christ, can help us to have the proper

attitude (one of joy, not vengeance)

 Even if those mistreating us do not know that we are Christians, if our response is governed

by Christ’s teachings, we can still have satisfaction in knowing that God is pleased!

· Resist the temptation to retaliate - When we suffer mistreatment by others, Satan is behind it all - cf. 1 Pe 5:8-9. He would love to hinder the cause of Christ by having us retaliate just as people in the world would, proving that Christians are no different than sinners of the world. Don’t let him win!

· Respond to mis-treatment by doing more good - When mistreated for doing good, just do more good! - cf. 1 Pe 3:9; Ro 12:20-21

There is nothing noble (commendable) about stopping when “the going gets tough”; but

when “the tough get going”, and going about doing good, now that is commendable!

· Rely on God - Suffering patiently when mistreated for doing good does not always bring immediate satisfaction. We must therefore trust in God, believing that His will is best. Just as Jesus “committed Himself to Him judges righteously” (1 Pe 2:23), so should we.

Key for Living: Our Christ-like behavior often  changes the behavior of those who mistreat us. And if it does not, God will one day do what is right 

