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Last week, if you remember, we spent some time exploring Peter’s apostolic background and deeds, which are well attested in the Gospels, and in Acts. We also  determined from the few available facts, that Peter’s letter was likely written between 63 and 67AD, and that his  readers were a probably a cross-section of the early church, and that the churches to whom this letter was sent contained both Jews and Gentiles.  They were located in five provinces of Asia Minor, which interestingly enough, are also named in Acts 2:9 – So that the some of the Jews of the dispersion to whom Peter preached on Pentecost, nearly  30 years ago, might be among the same ones to whom he is sending  this letter. 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 
Peter--Greek form of Cephas, man of rock.  an apostle of Jesus Christ . . .

 to the strangers scattered--literally, "sojourners or pilgrims of the dispersion";

Throughout the New Testament, various phrases are used to describe those people of God who make up the Lord’s church  a. Individually, they are referred to as disciples, saints, believers, priests, Christians, etc. b. Collectively, they are called the church, the church of God, churches of Christ, the body of Christ, the temple of God, the family of God, etc.

-- Each of these terms describe various relationships maintained by those who are Christians

2. An interesting phrase not commonly used in reference to the people of God is found in 

 1 Pe 1:1, where Peter addresses “The sojourners”  or “Pilgrims Of The Dispersion”
I think this is a fascinating and very appropriate way of describing Christians, and in this one descriptive term, Peter has already given us three valuable insights for the living of our lives. 

A. It reminds us of our true perspective -

If you are a pilgrim of the Dispersion . . . Then life is not an end in itself, only a temporary trip toward our final destination It is a journey, begun when we first became Christians, ending only when we reach our true destination. This ought to affect our entire perspective on life. We know that death is not the end of life, but the beginning of eternity in our true home!

B. It reminds us of an inescapeable responsibility -

Our responsibility as “pilgrims” is to be separate ( Look at 1 Peter 2:11-12)
We may be “in the world,” but we are not to be “of the world” . Remaining separate may cause some to think we are strange . But Jesus said this would happen, even as it did to Him. Can it be said of us who are Christians, that we are keeping ourselves separate from the world?  Are we allowing the world to influence our...  Speech? . . .  Dress? . . .  Conduct? If we are , then we are we still  “pilgrims,”  or have we become  “naturalized citizens” of this world?

C.  It reminds us of an wonderful  fact -   

Our citizenship is in heaven, from which we eagerly await our Savior. We are to be looking for “a new heavens and a new earth”. That is where we will find our true home, the city... “which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” -- That is where we, who are now simply strangers and foreigners scattered like seed in this world, will one day be gathered together! Those who are truly “pilgrims” will think often of their true home. We will think often of our heavenly home, if we are truly “Pilgrims Of The Dispersion”!

Key for living: Our life here on earth is only a short journey in a strange land, but God has provided a perfect “Travel Guide” for those who are serious about going to the Heavenly City. 

Now in Verse 2, we read  “who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. Here Peter is reminding his hearers that salvation is the work of all three persons of the Trinity: The Father, who chose us before the foundations of the World, The Son, whose blood shed for us cleansed us of sin ( And this is another place in which Peter uses imagery familiar to his Jewish readers) and of the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies us by His Presence within. 

So  . . .  as far as the world is concerned, Christians are only strangers, but as far as God is concerned, we are His “elect”. And as the “elect” (chosen) of God, we are the recipients of many blessings that God offers to all who will obey and follow Christ. And o ne of these blessings is described in 1 Pe 1:3-5. 1PE 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. Here we learn that God has caused us to be born again into “a living hope”.   An understanding of this “living” hope can help Christians who are “pilgrims” be more joyful during their sojourn in this life.

 Vs. 3 begins with Peter praising God, and this leads us to the first of three reasons that  our hope is a “living” hope.

I. Because God is Abundantly merciful

The basis for our hope has absolutely nothing to do with our own goodness or righteousness.

And it is a good thing that it doesn’t. Romans 3:23 tells us we all are sinners in God’s sight. Even as Christians we find ourselves guilty before God  (1st John 8-10) So the  basis for our hope lies in the abundance of God’s mercy . . .  Mercy bestowed while we were yet sinners - Mercy bestowed upon the conditions of faith, repentance, and baptism . . . Mercy bestowed continually upon Christians as they repent of and confess their sin. Because of God’s “abundant mercy”, then, we who are sinners can have a “living” hope! 

II. Because Jesus is alive! 

The resurrection of Jesus is crucial to our hope. If Christ is not risen, then the apostles were liars, and our faith is vain!  (1 Co 15:14-15) If Christ is not risen, we are still held guilty for our sins. No forgiveness has occurred!  (1 Co 15:17)  But Jesus has risen, and the letter we are studying now was written by a man to whom the Risen Jesus appeared many times, and who saw Him ascend into Heaven. 
III. Because we are the Heirs of God!

The degree of hope we have in the future is directly related to the quality of the inheritance that awaits us. If our inheritance is a good one, our hope is strong, or “living”. If our inheritance is a poor one, then our hope is weak, or “dead”. But Peter tells us that our inheritance is 

· incorruptible -  

· undefiled 

· Does not fade away 

· Is reserved in heaven -  The word “reserved” comes from tereo {tay-reh’-o}, meaning “to watch, to observe, to guard, protect, to reserve, set aside”. Therefore, our inheritance is safely guarded in heaven itself! No one, not even Satan himself, can steal it from you!

IV. Because we are safely guarded 

 Christians are “Kept” or “shielded”  for the salvation that is ready to be revealed at the last time. The word “kept” is from phroureo {froo-reh’-o}, and is a military term. It means “to guard,  . . .  to prevent hostile invasion. Note that being “Kept” or “shielded” involves two things: 

· the power of God!

a.  We have the help of God Himself, who knows how to help those in temptation

b. He knows how to deliver them out of temptation -  (2 Pe 2:9)

c. He knows how to enable them to bear with the temptation -  (1 Co 10:13)

d. He supplies the armor necessary to withstand in the evil day -  (Eph 6:10-13)

· our faith!

a. To be safely guarded by God’s protective care requires faith on our part

d. As long as we remain faithful, then, we have the assurance of God’s protective care to

guide us until we receive that inheritance reserved in heaven for us!

 Key for Living: There is no greater joy for a Christian than having  a living hope based on the mercy of God, the resurrection of Jesus, the certainty of an eternal  inheritance , and the protection of God our Father.  

Continuing on to Verses 6-9, we read In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
Christians are able to “greatly rejoice”  - and I love that phrase – it literally means  “leap

for joy”. We  have access to joy that is “inexpressible and full of glory” (1:8) . . .  A joy so great, so glorious, that it is impossible to truly express with words!

Why Should we rejoice?  ( There are 7 good reasons – all found in the first 5 verses)

1. We have been “set apart” by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit -  1:2

2. We have been “sprinkled” with the blood of Jesus Christ - 1:2

3. We have been “born again” to a living hope - 1:3

4.  We are God’s “elect” - 1:2

5.  We are “kept” by the power of God  through faith -1:5

6.  We have an “inheritance” reserved for us in heaven - 1:4

7. We look forward to the “salvation” which will be revealed in the last time - 1:5

And if our joy is founded on these seven, then we can rejoice even in trials - 

No matter what degree of suffering one may experience, in Christ there is joy to match it . 

 Informed Christians understand the purifying nature of  trials, and knowing what trials can produce, it is possible to be joyful in the midst of them – Don’t misunderstand me, I didn’t say “be happy about trials” but to  “rejoice even while suffering trails”. There is a difference. 
What kinds of trials is Peter talking about here?  Well, The word “various” includes all kinds, but  primarily, I believe he is talking about those which come as a result of living for Christ . (Matt. 5:10-12) Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

  But we can also rejoice in the everyday afflictions of life – such as  sickness, heartbreak, frustration, approaching death. These things also provide an opportunity to test our faith, hope, love, longsuffering and patience.

If you are able to rejoice even in the midst of such trials, surely you have a joy “inexpressible and full of glory”! And if you can do it all the time, I really want to talk to you after class!  But how can Christians be sure to possess this joy? For it must be admitted that many do not, and there are times when even the most Godly of us just can’t summon up any joy.  In vs. 8, Peter shares two necessary ingredients 

We must love Jesus  and believe in Him ... even though we have not seen Him.  Jesus is the ultimate source for being able to rejoice in all things (Ph 4:4). He has promised that if we truly love Him, He and His Father will be with us (Jn 14:23 )

Without Him, true joy is not possible! With Him, our Joy will be “inexpressible and full of Glory!”
Key For Living: When we have  faith in Jesus, and when we truly love Him with our whole being. . . we will receive that “joy inexpressible and full of glory” that can sustain us till we reach the goal, and claim our inheritance. 
