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Last week, we concluded our lesson with Peter’s quotation from Isaiah 40:6 

"All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;

 the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever."

· In 303 AD -  during a severe Persecution  of Christians under Diocletian, 

The order was given for destruction of All Christian Writings. Yet only 25 years later , in 328 AD – Constantine had 50 Copies of Scriptures made and distributed at government expense.

· Voltaire – French Atheist, who died in 1778, wrote that within 100 years Christianity would be a dead religion. But only 50 years after his death, his own house and printing press were being used by the Geneva Bible Society to produce copies of the  Scriptures. 

God will not allow His Word to be eradicated. Like God Himself, It is eternal, and it will always be available to those who seek to know Him and to walk in His ways.  And I believe that holds true internally, as well as externally.  In many years of hospital and nursing home visits, I often had occasion to sit with older Christians whose mental capacities were greatly diminished, or almost completely gone.  Yet in an astonishing number of cases, those people could remember and recite Scripture passages and hymns learned long ago, even though they might not remember their own names or recognize their own sons and daughters.  God’s Word, hidden in our hearts, can’t be taken away from us. Even when all else fails, the Word of the Lord stands forever.  

Therefore - (there is that word again– lets review key points in Chapter 1 quickly ) 
· Since You are God’s Elect – Called and Set Apart to live Holy lives

· Since He has given you Eternal Life and an Inheritance in Heaven

· Since He paid the most costly price possible to redeem you 

· Since God’s Word is true and Eternal

· And . . .  Since all this has been preached to you  . . . 
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

One of the things I noticed first about these five items that Peter tells us we must be rid of is that they are 

· not specific sinful acts, like stealing, cheating, lying, or fornication.

· Not just “negative emotions”.  Anger and fear are negative emotions but  there are times when they are both appropriate and healthy. 

Rather  they are, just as our CBS lesson names them, conditions of the heart. These are the sources of  evil deeds and sinful acts.  When I was a boy, I lived on a small farm. Once, when I was about 10, everyone in my family became quite ill . . . all of us at once.  Many of the symptoms indicated poison. We went to the Doctor. Nothing helped – until my father thought to have the well tested and checked. Now that well had run pure, cool and  clean for many years, but sure enough, a small animal had chewed through the screen over the well shaft, and had fallen in and died. Its decaying body had polluted our pure water source, and made us all dangerously ill. 

The five conditions Peter names here – Malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander -  have many of the same characteristics as that illness. It starts small. Perhaps someone speaks an unkind word, and you reply even more unkindly. Perhaps someone does something unjust to you, and you decide to “get even”  this time, rather than bearing it, yet again.  The evil tendency grows, polluting our minds and hearts.   It spreads, and  our  spirits sicken.   Worse, almost like a genealogy of sin,  one of these evil conditions seems to breed another, St Augustine, writing on this passage said “"Malice delights in another's hurt; envy covets another's good; deceit imparts duplicity to the heart; hypocrisy (flattery) imparts duplicity to the tongue; slanders wound the character of another". 

Peter says we are to put aside these things.  And you may be asking yourself “How?” You may be struggling with one of these sinful conditions of the heart this very evening, and you want to be rid of it.  How can it be done? Can it be done? For sometimes these things have become so deeply ingrained in us that it seems impossible to cast them aside.  The good news is that it can be done . . . if you are a Christian. Otherwise it is impossible. By the power of Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit living within us, we CAN put these things away from us.  Let your desire for purity be known to God. Then ask Him to change the condition of your heart. He will. 

Afterward, however, it is important to set your hearts and minds on the things of God. Peter says that the antidote for malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander is the “Pure Word of God”, and that we should long for it like newborn babies long for their mother’s milk.   Failure to have this longing for the Word of God is a main reason that many people 

· Never manage to overcome sin in their lives - cf. 1 Jn 2:14

· Never become the godly men & women that God intended for them to be . 
Key for Living:  The Word of God is too wonderful and vital for Christians to neglect or ignore. It is the key to our growth in Godliness, and the antidote for impurities of the heart.

1PE 2:4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion,  a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, "

 and  "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."

They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for.
Do you recall, when Jesus’ parents present him at the Temple for dedicationon the 8th day of his life, an old man named Simeon, moved by the Spirit,went into the Temple courts and found the infant Jesus.  There Simeon made a strange, but accurate prediction concerning Jesus :  “Behold, this Child in destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel...” (Luke 2:34)

In other words, Jesus was destined to have different effects on different people...

· To some, He would be the cause of their rising

· For others, He would be their downfall

In 1 Peter  2:4-10, the apostle Peter expands upon this same theme...

· To some people, Jesus serves as a “cornerstone”

· To others, He is a “stumbling stone”

What makes the difference? Belief !

To those who believe, Jesus is a Cornerstone

He is a Living Stone (4) Who  was rejected by men

· As written  by John in Jn 1:10-11

· Instead, they crucified Him

And yet, He was chosen by God, 

· considered to be precious as foretold in Psalm 118:22. God has taken that which was rejected by men and made it the cornerstone. 

The cornerstone of a great “spiritual” house or Temple  (5-6) Into which we are being built. This is an especially rich image. Many songs and analogies have been composed to explain this image of Jesus as a living stone. Some others you might want to look at are:

1 Co 3:9-11,  16-17   Ep 2: 19-22  Psalm 118:22  Zech  4:7    Isaiah 28:16    Zech 10:4

As this spiritual house built upon Christ, we fulfill certain responsibilities...

· We serve as a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices to God, e.g.

· Our bodies - Ro 12:1-2

· Our praise - He 3:15

· Our doing good and sharing - He 13:16

· Even our deaths - 2 Ti 4:6-8

We therefore serve as God’s special people (9-10)  With a special task of proclaiming the praises of God. For by His grace...

· We have been called out of darkness into His marvelous light

· We who were not a people, are now the people of God

· We have obtained mercy!

Jesus is also the Rock on which we as individuals build our lives

By following His teachings, we are able to establish our lives on solid ground –

 Mt 7:24-27, And this enables us to withstand the “storms” of life. So in more ways than one, Jesus is truly a “cornerstone” to those who believe in Him and follow Him.  But what about those who do not believe in Jesus, who do not make Him the “cornerstone” of their lives?]

To those who disbelieve, Jesus is a “stumbling stone” There is no other alternative  (7-8).

· Either Jesus is the cornerstone... 

· Upon which we are being built as stones in His temple (the church)

· Upon which we are building our lives by following His teaching

· Or He will be the “stumbling stone” over which we will meet our doom!
(Additional Ref.)  Isa 8:13-15, Lk 2:34,  Mt 21:42-44, Ro 9:30-33; 1 Co 1:23

 We often sing “Jesus, Rock of Ages,” for truly Jesus is like a rock. But what kind of rock is He to us?If we are willing to believe and obey Him, He can be the cornerstone...Upon which we can be added as part of His church, the spiritual temple Upon which can build our lives so as to have a full and meaningful life.

 But if we disbelieve and are disobedient. then by necessity Jesus will be our stumbling stone... Over which we will fall . . . Under which we will be broken and be ground to powder. There is no middle ground. What will Jesus be for you? Are you obedient to His Word?

